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What are State of Michigan Standards? 
 
State of Michigan Standards are high levels of expectations 

for student achievement in Michigan public schools.  The 

Standards included in this brochure have been developed 

by Portage teachers and administrators based on the  

Michigan State Standards.  

 

How do we make sure our students are 
on track with Michigan State Standards? 
 
A state-wide test that measures how well students are 

learning is given to students in grades 3-9.  Schools are 

held accountable for their students’ performances. 

 

What can parents to do help? 
 
Research shows that parent support and involvement are 

critical to student success.  You can impact your child’s  

academic progress by: 

 becoming familiar with this brochure which lists what 

your child will learn; 

 encourage daily school attendance; 

 learning how you can reinforce classroom activities at 

home; 

 talking to your child about what he/she is learning; 

 encouraging good study habits; 

 establishing high expectations for your child; 

 talking to your child about concerns; 

 acknowledging your child’s efforts and work well 
done; 

 checking  backpacks daily; 

 reading to your child every day! 
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Fax: 269-323-5001 

8107 Mustang Dr.  

Portage, MI 49002  

Portage Public Schools 

On behalf of the Portage Public Schools Board of Edu-

cation and our amazing administrators, faculty, staff, 

and families, I welcome you to PPS.   

We are very proud of the fine academic reputation of 

our district and the exceptional alumni that have come 

through our schools.   We know that we are successful 

because of our parents and teachers.  We are extreme-

ly proud of our faculty; more than 70% have master’s 

degrees and they all regularly participate in rigorous 

professional development.  We realize the important 

role that parents play in the education of their children 

and look forward to partnering with you.  We have 

prepared this handy brochure of Learning Expectations 

to help keep you informed. 

This overview provides highlights of the key compo-

nents of your child’s curriculum goals for the year.  If 

you have any questions about these learning expecta-

tions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

teacher or your school’s principal. 

For 90 years, PPS has been a leader in providing the 

highest quality K-12 education possible.  We are hon-

ored to have the opportunity to inspire your child with 

the life-long thrill of learning.  PPS stands ready to 

serve you and your family and we look forward to our 

partnership. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Larry Killips 

Assistant Superintendent of  
Instruction and Assessment  

Welcome to  

Portage Public Schools 



Language Arts 

 Be proficient in giving oral presentations. 

 Write narrative, persuasive and informational pieces 
with  focus on style, organization, conventions and 
content. 

 Identify, compare and contrast narrative elements and 
themes of stories. 

 Use research skills to write informational pieces. 

 Summarize a story. 

 Draw conclusions and make inferences. 

 Read with comprehension for a wide variety of  
     purposes and increase fluency. 

 Understand new words. 

 Comprehend material that is read aloud. 

 Demonstrate appropriate formation of letters and use 
correct posture and paper placement in cursive hand-
writing. 

 

Art 

 Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 

 Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art. 

 Understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their 
historical, social, and cultural contexts. 

 Recognize, analyze, and describe connections among 
the arts; between the arts and other disciplines; be-
tween the arts and everyday life. 

 

Music 

 Experience a varied repertoire of songs and folk dances.  

 Use correct mallet technique on barred instruments. 

 Play crossover borduns on barred instruments. 

 Draw note values for sixteenth, eighth, quarter, half, 
dotted half, and whole notes. 

 Experience canon/round and ostinato.  

 Study the orchestral string family. 

 Experience progressive solfegge and rhythm patterns 
both aurally and with notation. 

 Identify major and minor. 

 Identify crescendo and descrescendo. 

By the end of Third Grade  

 Your child will be expected to:  

Science 

 Think scientifically and use scientific knowledge to make 
decisions about real world observations. 

 Develop solutions to problems through reasoning, observa-
tion and investigation. 

 Know the functions of plant parts, the process of photosyn-
thesis and the basic requirements for plants to maintain 
their existence. 

 Classify the characteristics of vertebrates, describe their 
food and environmental needs, adaptations and the food 
chains. 

 Know the properties of the three states of matter and be 
able to identify evidence of physical and chemical changes 
in matter. 

 

Mathematics 

 Be able to fluently add and subtract within 1,000. 

 Understand, represent and solve problems utilizing the 
relationship between multiplication and division. 

 Be able to fluently multiply and divide within 100. 

 Develop an understanding of fractions as numbers. 

 Understand concepts of area and perimeter. 

 Solve problems involving measurement of time, volume 
and mass. 

 Represent and interpret data. 

 Reason with shapes and their attributes. 
 

Social Studies 

 Define, describe and compare the geography, people and 
cultures of Michigan and the regions to which it belongs. 

 Understand how natural, human, and capital resources 
drive Michigan's market economy. 

 Use historical thinking to understand Michigan's past. 

 Explain why people create governments and understand 
one's role as a responsible citizen. 

 

Physical Education 

 Demonstrate competency in many movement forms 
and proficiency in a few movements. 

 Apply movement concepts and principles to the 
learning and development of motor skills. 

 Achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of 
physical fitness. 

 Demonstrated personal and social behavior in physi-
cal activity settings. 

 Understand that physical activity provides the oppor-
tunity for enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and 
social interaction. 

 

Technology 

 Touch type at 8 words a minute with 80% accuracy.  

 Demonstrate understanding of appropriate Internet 
materials. 

 Digitally organize an idea. 

 Use PowerPoint presentation software. 

 Use computer as a writing and drawing tool to en-
hance communication. 

 Create an Integrated Curriculum/Media/Technology 
Project. 

 

Media Center 

 Recognize the Dewey Decimal System arrangement 
of non-fiction materials.  

 Know the proper arrangement of fiction on shelves. 

 Locate a book by author, subject and title in Info-
Centre. 

 Use appropriate online and print encyclopedias to 
locate information (New Book of Knowledge). 

 Use selected Internet resources to locate information 
about a specific topic. 

 Introduce search strategies to locate information. 

 Demonstrate the use of digital camera. 


